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STINGLESS BEE 
 
HABITAT 
The Stingless Bee lives in coastal areas 
from Queensland to southern New 
South Wales.[1] They also live in forests, 
woodlands, and heath,[2] and they form 
colonies in tree hollows.[3] Each hive has 
a population between 6,000-10,000 
bees that consists of only one queen 
bee, thousands of female workers, and 
hundreds of male workers.[4] 
 
DIET 
They feed on pollen and nectar.[5] 

Worker bees scout for food, and they 
typically travel short distances of up to 
half a kilometre daily in their hunt for 
food.[6] 

 
REPRODUCTION 
The queen bee is responsible for 
reproduction and typically a few hundred 
males die after mating with the queen. 
The queen bee lays approximately 400 
eggs per day.[7] 

 
THREATS 
The main threats include pesticides, 
climate change, and loss of habitat. 
They are often mistaken for pest 
species, which leads to their hives being 
destroyed.[8]  
 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT 
Efforts such as promoting the use of 
native plants in gardens and urban 
areas, and setting up artificial Original 
Australian Trigona Hive (OATH) nesting 
sites are being made by ABeeC Hives in 
order to help them thrive.[9]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Charcoal Stingless Bee” by dianneclarke is licenced under CC 
BY-NC 4.0 

 
DESCRIPTION 
They are small, dark bees[10] that 
are 4 to 5mm long.[11] They do not 
have stingers.[12] 
 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 
Tetragonula carbonaria[13] 
 
CONSERVATION STATUS 
Least Concern[14] 
 
CLASS 
Insects[15] 
 
LIFESPAN 
Up to 100 days[16] 
 
POPULATION SIZE 
Unknown[17] 

 
FUN FACT 
They dance to communicate, by 
walking vigorously, shaking their 
abdomen and buzzing.[18] 
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