Stephanie’s Big Cat Conservation Quest

HABITAT

The Shield-snouted Brown Snake lives
under any available natural or manmade
groundcover such as fallen wood, rock
slabs, ridged iron sheets, and disused
animal burrows and deep soil cracks.!"!
They are native to South Australia, New
South Wales, Queensland, and
Victoria.[?!

DIET

Their keen eyesight helps them to
quickly detect any movement for
potential vertebrate prey, including
lizards, other snakes, young birds, and
small mammals like rodents. When they
strike, they hang on to their prey and will
often constrict their prey to secure it until
the venom takes effect.?®!

REPRODUCTION

They breed from spring to summer in
Southern Australia. Breeding is less
restricted and takes place during
suitable conditions in Central and
Northern Australia. They lay an average
of 12 eggs, producing up to 38 eggs.
During good seasons, they may lay a
second clutch 40 to 60 days after the
first.l4!

THREATS

Their main threats are predators such as
Mulga snakes and various birds of
prey.Bl

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT
They have a secure status and are fairly
common so conservation management
is not relevant at this stage.!®

“Shield-snouted Brown Snake” by Christopher Watson is licenced

under CC BY-SA 4.0

DESCRIPTION

They are up to 1.5m long,"! with
narrow heads, chisel-shaped
snouts, large eyes with dark irises
and a reddish-orange ring around
their pupils.® Their body colours
vary from red-brown, dull brown to
black, with white-yellow bellies,
black heads and necks.!

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Pseudonaja aspidorhynchal’l

CONSERVATION STATUS
Least Concernl'l

CLASS
Reptiles!'?!

LIFESPAN
5 to 10 years!™

POPULATION SIZE
Unknown('4

FUN FACT

In any clutch, there are almost
always more males than females
regardless of temperature.!'s!
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