Stephanie’s Big Cat Conservation Quest

SALTWATER CROCODILE

HABITAT

The Saltwater Crocodile is typically
found in areas where they can easily
move between saltwater and freshwater,
such as river systems, billabongs, and

estuaries,!l along Australia’s north coast £

from Far North Queensland all the way
around to Western Australia.l?

DIET

The young feed on small fish, frogs,
insects, small mammals, snakes, and
lizards.®! The adults feed on just about
anything that is accessible from the
edge of the water, including turtles,
kangaroos, monkeys, birds, bats, and
humans.¥ They approach their prey by
swimming quietly, striking, and dragging
it into the water to swallow it whole.®

THREATS

They have long been hunted by humans
for their eggs, meat, and especially their
skin.[®l Other current threats include
habitat destruction by feral buffalo and
getting tangled in discarded fishing
nets.[”]

REPRODUCTION

They mate in the wet season from
September to October, when water
levels are high. 40 to 60 eggs per clutch
are laid into nests made of vegetation
and mud between November and
March. The females guard the nests for
80 to 98 days and then care for the new
hatchlings for around 8 months.[®!

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT

It is illegal to harvest, farm, and trade
crocodiles and their eggs in the Northern
Territory,!® Queensland,!'® and Western
Australia without a permit.['"]

“Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus)” by Bernard Dupont

is licenced under CC BY-SA 2.0

DESCRIPTION

They can grow up to 6m long.["?]
They are mostly grey, brown, or
black on the top of their bodies,

with darker markings and yellow
or white undersides.["?l

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Crocodylus porosus!™

CONSERVATION STATUS
Least Concernl'!

CLASS
Reptiles!®!

LIFESPAN
Between 20 and 70 years!'!

POPULATION SIZE
Around 500,000 as of 201918

FUN FACT

They were once listed as
Vulnerable due to the extensive
hunting of their skin but have
since recovered.["?



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saltwater_Crocodile_(Crocodylus_porosus)_(9730765533).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode

[l Oceana, ‘Saltwater Crocodile’, Oceana (18 May 2023), Fun Facts About Saltwater Crocodiles #4,
https://oceana.org/marine-life/saltwater-crocodile/, accessed 26 May 2023.

2l Atlas of Living Australia (ALA), ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, ALA (n.d.), Distribution and Habitat,
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https://biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/989a7126-df02-4f1f-a21f-feca5966294 7#overview,
accessed 11 May 2023.

B ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, Hunting and Diet.

4 ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801, Biology.

B ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, Hunting and Diet.

61 Oceana, ‘Saltwater Crocodile’, para. 5.

[l Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), ‘Crocodylus porosus’, Australian
Government (2022), Threats, http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=1774,
accessed 11 May 2023.

Bl ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, Reproduction.

B Northern Territory Government, ‘Crocodile farming and trade’, Northern Territory Government (3 Feb. 2021),
Crocodile farming and trade, https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/livestock/crocodile-farming-and-trade, accessed 23
May 2023.

[0 Department of Environment and Science (DES), ‘Crocodile farming’, Queensland Government (20 July 2022),
para. 1, hitps://environment.des.qgld.gov.au/wildlife/animals/living-with/crocodiles/licences-and-permits/croc-farming,
accessed 23 May 2023.

("] Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, ‘Living with crocodiles’, Government of Western Australia
(n.d.), Living with crocodiles, https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/129, accessed 23 May 2023.

121 ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, Reproduction.

31 ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801°, Description.

41 ALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801’, Accepted name.

151 G.J.W. Webb et al., ‘Crocodylus porosus (Saltwater Crocodile)’, IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (14 Nov.
2019), IUCN Category and Criteria, https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/5668/3047556, accessed 11 May 2023.
MBIALA, ‘Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801°, Class.

"I E. Davies, ‘Crocodile — Size, Diet, History, Appearance & Much More!", World Animal Foundation (28 Jan. 2023),
Crocodile Physical Characteristics, https://worldanimalfoundation.org/advocate/wild-
animals/params/post/1294247/crocodiles, accessed 21 May 2023.

(80 Webb et al., ‘Crocodylus porosus (Saltwater Crocodile)’, Population.

(191 C. Beatson, ‘Estuarine crocodile’, Australian Museum (19 Nov. 2020), Predators,
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/reptiles/estuarine-crocodile/, accessed 11 May 2023.

Deakin
TALENT

Prepared by the DeakinTALENT FreelancingHUB



	Stephanie’s Big Cat Conservation Quest
	SALTWATER CROCODILE
	SCIENTIFIC NAME
	Crocodylus porosus[]
	CONSERVATION STATUS
	Least Concern[]
	CLASS
	Reptiles[]
	LIFESPAN
	Between 20 and 70 years[]
	POPULATION SIZE
	Around 500,000 as of 2019[]
	FUN FACT
	It is illegal to harvest, farm, and trade crocodiles and their eggs in the Northern Territory,[] Queensland,[] and Western Australia without a permit.[]

