Stephanie’s Big Cat Conservation Quest

HABITAT

The Freshwater Crocodile lives in and
around bodies of freshwater in warmer
tropical regions well upstream and away
from the coast. They are native to the
northern reaches of Western Australia,
the Northern Territory, and
Queensland.!"]

DIET

They wait just below the surface of the
water for their prey to come close
enough so they can grab it and pull it
back in. They hunt more actively in
shallow water, chasing down frogs and
small crustaceans. They also eat bats,
fish, lizards, small mammals, and
turtles.?!

REPRODUCTION

They start breeding at around 15 to 20
years old. Females lay 4 to 20 eggs
throughout August and September in
holes that they dig in the dirt or sand
next to the water. The parents then
leave the eggs to develop for 65 to 90
days until they hatch at the start of the
rainy season.!

THREATS

They have been known to eat Cane
Toads, which are highly toxic when
consumed.! Feral cattle also trample
their eggs when drinking at the edge of a
body of water.P!

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT

It is illegal to harvest, farm, and trade
crocodiles and their eggs in the Northern
Territory,'® Queensland,!”) and Western
Australia without a permit.t®!

“Australien Krokodil” by Marcel Burkhard is licenced under CC
BY-SA 20 DE

DESCRIPTION

The males grow up to 2.5m long
and weigh up to 60kg, while the
females grow up to 1.8m long and
weigh up to 30kg. They are grey
or olive brown and have bony
ridges along their backs.®

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Crocodylus johnston!%

CONSERVATION STATUS
Least Concernl'

CLASS
Reptiles!'?

LIFESPAN
Up to 60 years!'!

POPULATION SIZE
Around 100,000!"

FUN FACT

When they are out of the water,
they can run up to 18km/h, but
this tires them out very quickly.["!
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